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BY - LAWS 
OF THE 

BOISE VALLEY CUTTING HORSE ASSOCIATION 
 

ARTICLE I 
 

NAME AND PURPOSE 
 

Section  1: Name:  The name of this organization shall be “Boise Valley            
Cutting Horse Association (BVCHA).” 

 
Section 2: Mission Statement:  The principal purpose of the Boise Valley Cutting 

Horse Association shall be to annually sponsor, organize, and conduct 
Cutting Horse Contests and other activities, for the benefit of the 
active membership. In addition, the organization shall encourage all 
member cutters by providing various levels of competition, thereby 
allowing the members to gain experience and confidence in the art of 
cutting. 

 
Section 3:  Office:  The principal office, business address and mailing address 

shall be that of the current Secretary-Treasurer. 
 

ARTICLE II 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

Section 1: Eligibility:  Any person interested in the cutting horse shall be             
  eligible membership in this association. 
 
Section 2:  Dues:  Dues shall be determined by the membership at the first 

general membership meeting for that calendar year. Annual dues shall 
apply for the calendar year, from January 1, to December 31, 
regardless of the date that a new applicant joins the Association. 

 
Section 3: Classes of Membership:  There shall be three classes of             
  membership in the BVCHA; Family, Single, and Lifetime.   

A Family Membership shall consist of a husband and wife and all 
children living in the same household who are 18 years of age and 
younger. (Special circumstances shall permit minor children family 
members who do not live in the same household as one of the 
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parents).   A single membership shall be for any persons who are over 
18 years of age and have no dependent children who wish to be            
members.  A Lifetime Membership shall be awarded to members, by a 
special vote of the Board of Directors, to recognize members who 
have 20 years, or more, of continuous membership. Lifetime members 
will not be required to pay annual dues to the Association. 

 
Section 4:  Ownership of Horses: All horse owners must be current BVCHA 

members if their horse is shown in BVCHA events. 
 
Section 5:   Membership Applications:  All members, and parents or             
  guardians of all minor children, must sign a membership form  

and a Hold Harmless Agreement to release the club and other  
members from liability in the unfortunate case of personal injury, 
property damage, or accidental or wrongful death. 

          This section shall apply to all present and future members. 
 
Section 6:  Membership Participation: It shall be the duty of every member to 

support all activities which are designed to encourage new      
applicants to join the Association. It is also the duty of every  

         member to be of special assistance and help to other BVCHA 
                  members in the training and development of their horses. 
 
Section 7:  Expulsion: The Board of  Directors may, by two-thirds vote, expel any 

member, who has been guilty of gross mis-conduct, or whose 
continued membership has been found to be detrimental to the welfare 
of the Association. Furthermore, there will be a mandatory expulsion 
of any member who displays any un-gentlemanly or un-ladylike 
action in regards to a judge’s decision at any public meeting. All 
complaints of this nature must be filed in writing to the Board of 
Directors.  

 
ARTICLE III 

 
ELECTIONS 

 
Section 1:  Requirements: The BVCHA shall hold an annual meeting each season 
to elect officers and members of the Board of Directors. This election must be held 
before January 1 each year.  This change is proposed to allow the association to 
provide Officer Information to the NCHA before Jan 1 each year. 
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Section 2:  Nominations: Nominations may be made by BVCHA members who 

have been BVCHA members for the preceding season. The past 
president shall appoint a Nominating Committee to recruit   
candidates for the various Offices and positions on the Board of 
Directors. Other candidates for various offices and positions may be 
nominated from the floor during regularly scheduled meetings prior to 
the annual election. 

 
Section 3:  Ballots: Votes shall be cast by secret ballot for each elected office and 

position. Votes may be cast by ballot at the annual general election or 
by mail-in ballot prior to the annual general election.  Safeguards must 
be established to insure the integrity of the vote to one vote per 
member.   Each single membership gets one vote; family 
memberships get two votes providing that there are two family 
members in the household who are over eighteen years of age.  A 
simple majority of the ballots cast shall determine the winners of the 
election. 

 
Section 4: Candidate Eligibility: Candidates for office must have been   

members of  the Association for at least the preceding season prior to 
being nominated, elected, or appointed to be in charge of a position or 
office. 

 
 

ARTICLE IV 
 

OFFICERS 
 

Section 1:  The officers of the BVCHA shall consist of the President, Vice 
President and the Secretary/Treasurer Officer positions are also considered 
BVCHA board of Directors and shall have voting rights in all club matters. The 
President shall serve a term of Two years, the Vice President and 
Secretary/Treasurer shall serve for a term of one year.  This change is to allow the 
President to set goals and follow through to achieve these goals to better serve the 
BVCHA. 
 
 
Section 2:   President: The president shall preside at all of the general   

membership meetings and also Board of Director meetings of the 
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Association. The President shall also carry out all policies as set forth 
by the Board of Directors. The President shall co-sign  all checks for 
payment of the BVCHA  financial obligations. 

 
Section 3:  Vice-President: The Vice-President shall carry out all of the duties of 

the President in the absence of the president. The Vice-President, 
along with the President, may draft and sign checks of the BVCHA in 
the absence of the Secretary/Treasurer. 

 
Section 4:  Secretary/Treasurer: The Secretary/Treasurer shall keep the  
        minutes of all BVCHA meetings, answer all correspondence,  
         act as secretary ex-officio at all of the Board of Directors             
  meetings, handle all funds, pay all bills duly authorized by the          
  membership, or the Board of Directors, and co-sign all checks           
  issued; except when not available. 
 
 

ARTICLE V 
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
Section 1:  Powers of the Board of Directors: The Board of Directors shall           
  have the power and authority to take whatever action is deemed  

necessary to carry out all the lawful objectives and purposes of the 
Association. This shall include enforcing the By-Laws and Rules and 
Regulations as well as proposing changes to the By-Laws and Rules 
and Regulations. 

 
Section 2: Number of Directors: The Board of Directors shall consist of          

seven members elected by a majority of the membership, which will 
include the three officer positions, the President, Vice-President & 
Secretary/Treasurer.  

 
Section 3: Election of Directors: Five (5) members of the Board of Directors 
shall serve a term of 2 years and shall be elected by a simple majority vote at the 
annual elections of the association. New directors shall take office at the January 
general membership election meeting. Director’s position shall be filled at the 
appropriate year at the general membership election meeting in January. Two 
members shall be elected in even # years, and 3 shall be elected in Odd # years to 
keep the board from changing to all new members. 
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Section 4: Vacancies on the Board of Directors: Vacancies on the Board of   
  Directors shall be filled at a general membership meeting. 
 
Section 5: Quorum of the Board of Directors: At each meeting, a quorum of the 

Board of Directors shall consist of a minimum of four (4) members of 
the board. 

 
Section 6: Removal of Members of the Board of Directors: Members of the 

Board of Directors have a serious responsibility to the  
         Association. Therefore, failure to abide by the following  

Requirements shall constitute grounds for removal from the Board, 
after review by all of the members of the Board. These  
requirements are: Expulsion from the Association, Failure to pay dues 
promptly, Non-Attendance of two consecutive  meetings without a 
valid excuse. 

 
 

ARTICLE VI 
 

COMMITTEES 
 

The President of the Association shall appoint the following committees for each 
season. Each committee shall serve for only the present year. 
 
Section 1: Judging Committee: The responsibilities of this committee shall be to 

select and schedule judges to judge each of the BVCHA shows when 
points and/or prizes are awarded.  

 
Section 2: Classifying Committee: The responsibilities of this committee shall be 

to evaluate and classify horses who will participate in the Novice 
Horse Class. 

 
Section 3: Rules Committee: The responsibilities of this committee shall be to 

take recommendations from the BVCHA membership and suggest 
new rules, or changes to rules, to the Board of Directors. 

 
Section 4: Points Committee: The responsibilities of this committee shall be  

(1) to keep a record of all show results;  
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(2) to determine the award of  season points, on a show by show basis, 
for each horse and  rider team;   
(3) to post standings for all competitors throughout the season; (4) to 
archive the judges score sheets for the season. 

 
Section 5: Show and Cattle Committee: The responsibilities of this committee 

shall be to arrange for facilities and cattle for each scheduled show 
throughout the season. 

 
Section 6: Grievance Committee: The responsibilities of this committee shall be 

to gather complaints and input from the  membership, and to present 
these problems to the Board of Directors for review and provide 
corrective action if necessary. 

 
Section 7: Additional Committees: The president shall appoint additional        

committees, if the need arises, to further the best interests of the       
Association. 

 
 

ARTICLE VII 
 

MEETINGS 
 
Section 1: Schedule of Meetings: The meetings of the BVCHA, either   

general membership or Board of Directors, shall be held monthly 
during the months of January through October at a date, time, and 
place specified by the president. 

 
Section 2: Meeting Protocol: All BVCHA meetings shall be held in      

accordance with “Robert’s Rules of Order” to regulate procedure and 
debate unless the Association By-Laws preempt “Robert‘s Rules of 
Order”. 

 
 

      ARTICLE VIII 
 

           AMMENDMENTS 
 
Section  1: By-Law Changes: The By-Laws may be changed and amended at any 

time by a two-thirds vote of members present at a general  
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           membership meeting. 
 
Section 2:  Waiting Period: By-Law changes voted on and passed at a general 

membership meeting cannot be adopted and become effective until the 
next general membership meeting of the Association. 

 
ARTICLE IX 

 
STANDING RULES AND REGULATIONS 

 
Section 1: The Boise Valley Cutting Horse Association shall be governed by a 

membership approved set of Standing Rules and Regulations. 
 
 

ARTICLE  X 
 

APPROVAL AND DISBURSEMENT OF THE ASSOCIATION  
FUNDS 

 
Section 1: Approval of Expenses: All monies received from dues, fees,                 
        donations, etc. shall be deposited in the BVCHA bank account.  

These monies shall be used to pay for the current and legitimate  
expenses, as approved by the membership at regularly scheduled 
meetings. 

 
Section 2: Expenses Not Requiring Approval: Certain regular expenses, such as 

direct show expenses and ongoing operating expenses may be paid by 
the Treasurer without requiring general membership or Board of 
Director approval. Some of  these expenses are; show cattle expenses, 
show cattle trucking expenses, show judging fees, facility rental fee, 
show manager fee, newsletter printing expenses; postal expenses, 
office expenses, etc. 

 
Section 3:  Operating Cash: The Treasurer shall have the authority to maintain 

cash from the BVCHA treasury in the amount of $100.00 to be used 
by the Show Secretary to make change at shows when the contestants 
pay their fees in cash.  

 
ARTICLE XI 
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DISSOLUTION 
 

Section 1: Upon dissolution of the Association, all assets shall be and   
become the exclusive property of an organization having purposes 
similar to those of this Association. This organization shall be 
determined by the Board of Directors of the BVCHA. No member of 
the BVCHA shall be entitled to any assets, or any interest in any 
assets of the BVCHA. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DATED This_   Twelfth day of January, 2009  
 
           ______________ _________________ 
           Cathy Carpenter, Secretary/Treasurer 
 
 
 
 
By Laws were amended during the 2009 General Membership Meeting held 
on January 12, 2009. 


